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God’s Goodness Calls Us to Himself 



January 17, 2021 
 

Opening Hymn   346     In You Is Gladness 
1  In you is gladness Amid all sadness, 
Jesus, Sunshine of my heart. 
By you are given The gifts of heaven; 
You the true Redeemer are. 
Our souls are waking; Our bonds are breaking. 
Who trusts you surely Has built securely 
And stands forever. Alleluia! 
Our hearts are pining To see your shining, 
Dying or living To you are clinging 
Now and forever. Alleluia! 
 
2  If he is ours, We fear no powers, 
Not of earth or sin or death. 
He sees and blesses In worst distresses; 
He can change them with a breath. 
Wherefore the story Tell of his glory 
With hearts and voices; All heav’n rejoices 
In him forever. Alleluia! 
We shout for gladness, Win over sadness, 
Love him and praise him And still shall raise him 
Glad hymns forever. Alleluia! 

 
 
Invocation 
P: We worship in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   
C: (spoken) Amen. 
 
 
Confession and Absolution 
P:  Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our  
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 
 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do 
what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly 
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me a 
sinner.   
 
 



Lord, Have Mercy 
P: (sung) Lord, have mercy on us.  Christ, have mercy on us.  Lord, have mercy on us.  
 
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.   
 
C: (spoken) Amen. 

 
Song of Praise   
P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord 
C:  Glory be to God on high,  

 and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
We praise you, we bless you, we worship you,  
 we glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory, 
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father almighty. 
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
 you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer. 
You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us. 
For you only are holy; you only are the Lord. 
You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

 are most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.    
 

 
Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of the world. Grant that your 
people, illumined by your Word and sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, 
that he may be known, worshiped, and believed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
First Lesson  1 Samuel 3: 1-10 

The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those days the word of the Lord 
was rare; there were not many visions. 

2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying 
down in his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down 
in the house of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the Lord called Samuel. 

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” 
But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 



6 Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I 
am; you called me.” 

“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 
7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord had not yet been 

revealed to him. 
8 A third time the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, 

“Here I am; you called me.” 
Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie 

down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and 
lay down in his place. 

10 The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

 
Devotion: “You Have Made Known to Me the Path of Life” 
 
 
Hymn   576     Spread, Oh, Spread the Mighty Word 

1  Spread, oh, spread the mighty Word; Spread the kingdom of the Lord 
Ev’rywhere his breath has giv’n Life to beings meant for heav’n. 
 
5  Up! The rip’ning fields you see. Mighty shall the harvest be, 
But the reapers still are few; Great the work they have to do. 
 
6  Lord of harvest, grant anew, Joy and strength to work for you, 
Till the gath’ring nations all See your light and heed your call. 

 
 
Second Lesson  2 Thessalonians 2: 13-17    

But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, 
because God chose you as firstfruits to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and 
through belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in 
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed on 
to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. 

16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace 
gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you 
in every good deed and word. 
 
Devotion: Hold Tight to God’s Saving Gospel 
 
 
 



Verse of the Day 
Alleluia. He said to me, “You are my servant in whom I will display my splendor.” Alleluia. 
C: (sung) Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
 
Gospel Lesson  John 1: 43-51 
C:  (spoken) Glory be to you, O Lord. 
 
 
Gospel Lesson   

The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow 
me.” 

44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found 
Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about 
whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 

46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. 
“Come and see,” said Philip. 

47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in 
whom there is no deceit.” 

48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. 
Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called 

you.” 
49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.” 
50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see 

greater things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, 
and the angels of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.” 
 
 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord 
C: (spoken) Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Devotion: God’s Word is Living and Active 

 
 
 
Hymn of the Day   82     Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

1  Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to you we raise, 
Manifested by the star To the Magi from afar, 
Branch of royal David’s stem, In your birth at Bethlehem. 
Anthems be to you addressed, God in man made manifest. 
 



2  Manifest at Jordan’s stream, Prophet, Priest, and King supreme, 
And at Cana, Wedding Guest, In your Godhead manifest; 
Manifest in pow’r divine, Changing water into wine. 
Anthems be to you addressed, God in man made manifest. 
 
3  Manifest in making whole Palsied limbs and fainting soul; 
Manifest in valiant fight, Quelling all the devil’s might; 
Manifest in gracious will, Ever bringing good from ill. 
Anthems be to you addressed, God in man made manifest. 
 
4  Sun and moon shall darkened be; Stars shall fall, the heav’ns shall flee. 
Christ will then like lightning shine; All will see his glorious sign. 
All will then the trumpet hear; All will see the judge appear. 
You by all will be confessed, God in man made manifest. 
 
5  Grant us grace to see you, Lord, Mirrored in your holy Word. 
May our lives and all we do Imitate and honor you 
That we all like you may be At your great epiphany 
And may praise you, ever blest, God in man made manifest. 

 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
The Blessing 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   
C: (spoken)  Amen! 
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